ON SOCIAL RECONSTRUCTION

wage*earning capacity. A man*s worth is not the
function of his labour. To equate the two has
been the capital error of "Das Kapital".
That is not the Copernican revolution that is
needed in the social body today*

Money was always a power and those who
had money were always powerful in all ages
and countries. Poverty annuls the entire host
of good qualities you may have, says the
Sanskrit proverb. Only this money power has''
been shifted from class to class or section to
section in a society* In the modern age the
demand and tendency is that those who are
the first and immediate agents in the chain of
the production of wealth should be given all
the profit and all the advantage (barring of
course the State itself which has the prior and
major claim so long as it exists)* The rest are
considered as mere parasites. Those who do
not thus directly produce or help in producing
wealth are a burden upon the society and
they have no justifiable place there: either they
should change their vocation, declass them-
selves and become labourers or they must go
to the wall, subsist somewhere somehow till
they finally pass out of existence.

This theory of money power, in spite of
its factual or practical truth* is not the. whole
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